
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Matt’s Romeo and Juliet Basic Packet 

 

 

 
 

 

 

I love teaching Shakespeare, and I find that it is no more difficult to teach it to my 

struggling learners than to my advanced students—in fact, often times it is more 

enjoyable. Whether you think Shakespeare should be taught to students reading far below 

grade level is another discussion, and I go into that in my blog at www.teach4real.com. 

But for now, let’s just assume you signed up for this packet because you expect to teach 

Shakespeare to your class this year, and you could use some resources.  

 

This packet does not contain every single activity I use when I teach Romeo and Juliet. 

As you will see from the Final Exam at the end, there are a lot more literary terms my 

students are expected to know, and more comprehension and reading skills they should 

have fostered, than are taught in this packet. I’m assuming that you have a lot of your 

own ideas about how you want to teach Romeo and Juliet, and I am leaving you plenty of 

opportunity to do so. This is a basic packet of Reading Logs and a Final Exam, with a 

couple Lesson Plans thrown in that show how I approach the reading of Shakespeare, and 

how I get inner-city students into the acting portion of it, before we even start the book. 

This is by no means a complete Unit, just a strong foundation you can build on—

especially if you, like I was a few years ago, are a new teacher in need of Handouts, and 

Exams, and simply don’t have the time to make them yourself this year. 

 

 

This Packet Includes: 
-Student Bookmarks with Reading Schedule on it 

-Reading Log Handout for each Scene 

-Inner-City Acting Situations as Anticipatory Set  

-Student Participation Log 

-Read Aloud Lesson Plan 

-Romeo and Juliet Final Exam 

 

 

 

 

http://www.teach4real.com/


 

 

Student Bookmarks 

Go ahead and change the dates below to your schedule. This is a great way 

to keep the students accountable for reading even if they miss class. You 

will see the Reading Logs are all due the day after we finish the last Scene 

for that Act. Once you have changed the first Schedule, copy it into the other 

ones, make copies, and cut them out length-wise to handout as bookmarks. 

(You can even have them design the back with artwork) 

 

Romeo and Juliet Reading Log Schedule 
ACT 1  ACT II  ACT III ACT IV  ACT V 

5-9  1.1 5-16   2.0/2.1/2.2 5-22 3.1 5-30 4.1/4.2  6-4 5.1/5.2  

5-12  1.2 5-19   2.3  5-23 3.2 6-2 4.3/4.4  6-5 5.3 

5-13  1.3 5-20   2.4  5-26 3.3 6-3 4.5 

5-14   1.4 5-21   2.5/2.6  5-27 3.4 

5-15     1.5    5-28 3.5 

Due 5-16 Due 5-22  Due 5-29 Due 6-4  Due 6-6 

 

Romeo and Juliet Reading Log Schedule 
ACT 1  ACT II  ACT III ACT IV  ACT V 

5-10 1.1 5-16   2.0/2.1/2.2 5-22 3.1 5-30 4.1/4.2  6-4 5.1/5.2  

5-12  1.2 5-19   2.3  5-23 3.2 6-2 4.3/4.4  6-5 5.3 

5-13  1.3 5-20   2.4  5-26 3.3 6-3 4.5 

5-14   1.4 5-21   2.5/2.6  5-27 3.4 

5-15     1.5    5-28 3.5 

Due 5-16 Due 5-22  Due 5-29 Due 6-4  Due 6-6 

 

Romeo and Juliet Reading Log Schedule 
ACT 1  ACT II  ACT III ACT IV  ACT V 

5-11 1.1 5-16   2.0/2.1/2.2 5-22 3.1 5-30 4.1/4.2  6-4 5.1/5.2  

5-12  1.2 5-19   2.3  5-23 3.2 6-2 4.3/4.4  6-5 5.3 

5-13  1.3 5-20   2.4  5-26 3.3 6-3 4.5 

5-14   1.4 5-21   2.5/2.6  5-27 3.4 

5-15     1.5    5-28 3.5 

Due 5-16 Due 5-22  Due 5-29 Due 6-4  Due 6-6 

 

Romeo and Juliet Reading Log Schedule 
ACT 1  ACT II  ACT III ACT IV  ACT V 

5-12 1.1 5-16   2.0/2.1/2.2 5-22 3.1 5-30 4.1/4.2  6-4 5.1/5.2  

5-12  1.2 5-19   2.3  5-23 3.2 6-2 4.3/4.4  6-5 5.3 

5-13  1.3 5-20   2.4  5-26 3.3 6-3 4.5 

5-14   1.4 5-21   2.5/2.6  5-27 3.4 

5-15     1.5    5-28 3.5 

Due 5-16 Due 5-22  Due 5-29 Due 6-4  Due 6-6 

 



 

 

Reading Logs for Each Scene (They should follow the Bookmark Schedule)   

    Name_____________ 

Act___ Scene___ 

 

Characters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notable Quotes 

Quote: 

 

 

Translation: 

 

 

 

Quote: 

 

 

Translation: 

 

 

 

Quote: 

 

 

Translation: 

 

 

 

Summary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Romeo and Juliet Situations 

For Inner-City Classes 

 

This is one of the very first activities I do with my students. I get them into Acting 

Troupes (I usually have them name their troupe and design a crest), and assign each 

group one of the scenarios below. Very quickly, let me just say that our students are 

surrounded by gangs and violence, and by pretending it doesn’t exist, we as adults cannot 

validate the problems our students face. I have a lot more to say about this, so please read 

more at my blog at www.teach4real.com. 

 

4-6 actors 

Two gang members are walking down the street, talking smack about a rival gang.  They 

say what they would do to them if they saw their rivals.  Just then two or three members 

of a rival gang appear.  What happens next? 

 

3-4 actors 

A young man’s girlfriend just dumped him and he feels horrible.  He can’t stop thinking 

about her and is always whining about how much he misses her.  His friends feel sorry 

for him but are also starting to get annoyed with his melancholy.  What advice do they 

give him? 

 

4-6 actors 

At a girl’s quinceanera, her parents keep introducing her to boys they think are 

appropriate for her daughter to date.  She isn’t into any of them when all of a sudden a 

stranger appears who was not invited who she thinks is cute.  What happens next? 

 

2-5 actors 

A young couple is madly in love but the girl’s parents have arranged a marriage for her 

with a man she doesn’t love.  The couple can’t imagine life without each other. What 

happens next? 

 

2-4 actors 

A boy gets out of juvie, and during the ride home his friend tells him his girlfriend just 

died.  His friend takes him to a church where her body lies.  He finds her body on the 

altar and is distraught. What happens next? 

 

 

Just a reminder: Romeo and Juliet is a VIOLENT play. Most of the main characters 

die, so if you have reservations about the above situations, you shouldn’t. The students 

can’t possibly act more violent than the Capulets and Montagues. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Reading Shakespeare Lesson Plan 

Mr. Amaral- English 10 

This is how I read in my class, and I’ve attached some standards to get the administrators 

off your back. It’s a basic LP, you know, boring. But the Participation Sheet is a great 

idea, and I have attached one below the LP. 

 
Standards focus: 

2.0 Reading Comprehension  

Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material. They analyze the organizational patterns, 

arguments, and positions advanced. 

2.5 Extend ideas presented in primary or secondary sources through original analysis, evaluation, and 

elaboration. 

Narrative Analysis of Grade-Level-Appropriate Text   

3.3 Analyze interactions between main and subordinate characters in a literary text (e.g., internal and 

external conflicts, motivations, relationships, influences) and explain the way those interactions affect the 

plot.   

3.4 Determine characters' traits by what the characters say about themselves in narration, dialogue, 

dramatic monologue, and soliloquy. 

 

Objectives: 

Students will be able to- 

-Read aloud and understand a dramatic play by William Shakespeare 

-Keep a journal of main events for each scene 

-Participate verbally showing an understanding of the play 

 

Anticipatory Set: 

-Review previous scenes precluding the scene about to be read 

-Ask for student volunteers who earn participation credit by participating by reading out 

of their journals or responding verbally. 

-Refer to character board to facilitate a greater understanding of plot and characters 

 

Activities: 

-Assign characters to individual students who will read lines aloud 

-Read the selected scene(s) stopping frequently to check for student comprehension and 

allow participation credit 

-After large chunks, make students pause and write in the Reading Log for that Scene, 

keeping track of main events, including quotes to support main ideas and themes 

 

Assessment of student learning: 

-Instructor checks for verbal understanding, using a participation sheet to keep track of 

student participation 

-Students turn in Journals at the end of each act 

-Were students able to: 

 Read aloud and understand a dramatic play by William Shakespeare? 

 Keep a Log of main events for each scene? 

 Participate verbally showing an understanding of the play? 

 



 

 

 
Participation Log (Basic Log, change it to suit yourself, add rows as needed) Class: ______________ 

 

Name 

- + 
! = helping out 

/ = answer (see cards) 

 = cool question/comment 

? = space-out 

G = gum P-no pen 

paper OT = off task 

T = technology 

A = att./profan. 

S = sleeping 
1   

  

2   

  

3   

  

4   

  

5   

  

6   

  

7   

  

8   

  

9   

  

10   

  

11   

  

12   

  

13   

  

14   

  

15   

  

16   

  

17   

  

18   

  

19   

  

20   

  

21   

  

22   

  

23   

  

24   

  

25   

  

26   

  

27   

  

28   

  

 



 

 

Romeo and Juliet Final Exam                    Name_______________________ 

     ______/52 points                                                                        Date _______________ 

Block_________ 

I. Character Matching- match each character with the correct description (1 

point each) 

a. Juliet    1.  Is laid to rest next to Juliet 

b. Mercutio   2.  Grief of her son’s exile hath stopped her breath 

c. Nurse    3.  Has an unfortunate visit with the apothecary 

d. County Paris   4.  Forces daughter to marry Paris 

e. Romeo    5.  Sends a challenge to Romeo’s house 

f. Friar John   6.  Cannot get to Mantua because of disease 

g. Tybalt    7.  “Dies” twice 

h. Old Capulet   8.  Marries the two young lovers 

i. Lady Montague  9.  Is sent to make sure Romeo’s intentions are good 

j. Friar Laurence   10.  Puts a curse on both houses 

 

II. Multiple Choice – choose the correct answer for each question (1 points each) 

 
1. In which act does the climax of a Shakespearean tragedy occur? 

a) The first act 

b) The second act 

c) The third act 

d) The fourth act 

 

2. Which is not a type of figurative language? 

a) Personification 

b) Dialogue 

c) Metaphor 

d) Simile 

 

3. The rhythmic writing Shakespeare uses that alternates 10 stressed and unstressed 

syllables is called what? 

a) A Sonnet 

b) Iambic Pentameter 

c) Blank Verse 

d) A Quatrain 

 

4. Which is not a theme in Romeo and Juliet? 

a) Violence as a solution to problems 

b) The effects of Love 

c) The coexistence of good and evil in the individual 

d) The government is not to be trusted 

 

5. What comes after the climax and shows forces acting against the main characters? 

a) Exposition  

b) Theme  

c) Falling Action 

d) Resolution 
 



 

 

 

6. Which theatre is most closely associated with Shakespeare? 

a)  The Curtain 

b) Century 25 

c) The Rose and the Swan 

d) The Globe 

 

III. Definition- write the definition of each word  (2 points each) 

 

Soliloquy- 

 

 

 

Foil- 

 

 

 

Comic Relief- 

 

 

 

Exposition- 

 

 

 

Aside- 

 

 

IV.  Quote Identification- 1) Identify who is speaking 2) Explain what is happening 

in the story at that point (context), and 3) Explain what they mean, what they 

are talking about (4 points each) 

 

1. “How if, when I am laid into the tomb, 

I wake before the time that Romeo 

Come to redeem me? There’s a fearful point! 

Shall I not then be stifled in the vault,  

To whose foul mouth no healthsome air breathes in,  

And there die strangled ere my Romeo comes? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

2. “Come, bitter conduct, come unsavory guide, 

Thou desperate pilot, now at once run on 

The dashing rocks thy seasick weary bark! 

Here’s to my love.  O true apothecary! 

Thy drugs are quick.  Thus with a kiss I die.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  “Then she is well, and nothing can be ill. 

Her body sleeps in Capel’s monument, 

And her immortal part with angels lives. 

I saw her laid low in her kindred’s vault 

And presently took post to tell it you.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 4.   “Suspecting that we both were in a house 

 Where the infectious pestilence did reign, 

 Sealed up the doors and would not let us forth, 

 So that my speed to Mantua there was stayed.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

V. Short Answer- Answer the following questions as completely as you can 

in 2-3 sentences.  (2 points each) 

 

1. In Act I, why has Montague been worried about his son, Romeo?____________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

 

2. In Act II, what arrangement do Romeo and Juliet make before Romeo leaves 

her balcony? Explain_______________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. In Act III, explain why the Prince banishes the surviving killer instead of 

sentencing him to death? ____________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What plan does the Friar come up with in Act IV to solve all of Juliet’s 

problems, explain thoroughly. _______________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. Explain the circumstances of Paris’ death in Act V. 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 


